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T
rying to remove a massive
anomaly that prevents non-
resident citizens from voting
in choosing the law makers of
the country, India’s Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh

has finally announced that plans are afoot
to enable Indians living abroad to vote in
the next general elections.

Responding to a long pending demand of
the non-residents, that was also reflected
by members of his Global Advisory
Council of Overseas Indians, the PM
termed the desire legitimate and said, “We
are working on this issue and I sincerely
hope that they will get a chance to vote by
the time of the next regular general elec-
tions.”

The Prime Minister, who has so far done
little about banishing and trashing to the
dustbin the so-called Black List of Sikhs,
went further and said, “In fact, I would go a
step further and ask why more overseas

Indians should not return home to join pol-
itics and public life as they are increasing-
ly doing in business and academia.”

Ironically, while the PM was speaking at
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas conference
here, the conclave witnessed no mention of
the Black List despite the fact that the
Union Home Ministry has often expressed
the view that it was time to prune and clear
the Black List of Sikhs who the govern-
ment perceived were somehow had some
links with the aspirational movement of
the 1980s and 90s.

In any case, as New Delhi is trying to
court People of Indian Origin from various
parts of the world, it is anomalous that
some of itys citizens are not allowed to
come home and no one is permitted to cast
his or her vote. This clear disenfranchising
of NRIs was being seen by many human

rights activists in the Diaspora as “a seri-
ous infirmity in the electoral process”.

Under Article 19 of the Representation of
the People Act 1950, only those “ordinarily
resident” in a constituency are eligible to
be registered in the electoral rolls. Since
most NRIs either study or work abroad,
often for extended periods, they lose their
status as ordinary residents under Section
20 of the Act and are liable to be struck off
the electoral rolls. As for those who remain
on the electoral rolls, by virtue of not being
struck off before the next revision, the
only way is to cast a ballot in person, which
means returning home (which may not
quite be home).

Dr. Singh took on board several familiar
grievances expressed by NRIs, including
the slow pace of decision-making.

The PM lamented that the “foreign direct
investment by overseas Indians is low and
far short of potential” but did not touch the
subject of how Continued on page 16

India ready for voting right to
NRIs, but PM mum on Black List
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I
f there was a recipe to enrage the Diaspora
Sikhs, ignore their reasoned debate and
pleas, and isolate itself completely from the
wider Sikh sentiment prevailing all through

the world, the incumbent clergy and the forces
running the SGPC seem to
have cooked their own
goose well.

The move to order
changes in the unanimous-
ly adopted Nanakshahi
Calendar came under not
just sharp criticism but a
summary rejection from
the United States sangat at
a conclave organized by
Gurdwara Sahib, Fremont
where many Sikh organi-
zations and gurdwara com-
mittees’ representatives
went so far as to call for a boycott of the visiting
self-styled Sant Samajis and jathedars.

Khalistan Affairs Center, Sikh Youth of
America, Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar),
American Sikh Organization, martyrs’ families,
Gurmat Chetna Lehar, Sikh Missionary forum,
Gurdwara Sahib Fremont, Dasmesh Darbar
Gurdwara Sahib Lodi, Gurdwara Sahibs of
Stockton, Seattle, Continued on page 16
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A
lmost all the gurd-

waras in

California have

rejected the

changes made in

the Nanakshahi

Calendar and have openly

refused to abide by the decision

of the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht

and the Shiromani Gurdwara

Parbandhak Committee.

At a conference at Gurdwara

Sahib, Fremont, a resolution was

passed in the presence of the san-

gat making it clear that no

changes will be accepted in the

Calendar till these are carried

out as per due process.

While it was clarified that the

Akal Takht continues to be

supreme for the community, and

every Sikh is duty bound to obey

its edicts, this particular deci-

sion was not of the Akal Takht

but was rather inspired by vested

political interests.

It was resolved that the Sikh

Diaspora will continue to

observe Gurpurabs and other

historical days as per the

Nanakshahi Calendar issued by

the Akal Takht in 2003.

Any changes will be accepted

only after these are carried out

unanimously, after discussions

with almanac’s author Pal Singh

Purewal and other scholars.

The conference began with an

address by American Gurdwara

Prabandhak Committee (AGPC)

coordinator Dr Pritpal Singh

who briefed the audience about

how the calendar came into being

and how Dhumma & party

pushed for changes in a surrepti-

tious manner.
Sikh Youth of America’s sen-

ior leader and Fremont

Gurdwara’s Supreme Council

member Bhai Jaswinder Singh

Jandi read out the Resolution

which the Sangat approved with

Jaikaras. He said the ruling

Akali Dal in Punjab was playing

with the sentiments of the Sikhs

and wreaking untold damage

upon the panth.
Dr Amarjit Singh of Khalistan

Affairs Center elaborated upon

the history, requirement of and

changes in the Nanakshahi

Calendar. He said the Diaspora

Sikh are independent and not
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